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(#58) The Shinkansen is the super-express train nicknamed "The Bullet Train." It first began
operating in 1964, the year of the Tokyo Olympics, and now has lines extending from Tokyo to

the southern island of Kyushu and northern Honshu."
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Sakura-zensen is a chart on a map of Japan predicting the date of cherry blossoms blooming
just like a weather map showing the movement of frontal systems.

TV and newspapers report it every day based on the announcement of the Meteorological Agency
of Japan as the season approaches.

Usually, sakura-zensen starts from Okinawa in March and, gradually going north along the
Japanese Archipelago, reaches Hokkaido in May.

Sakura-zensen reports are happy news of spring for Japanese people.
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As hard as it is to believe, there is a theory that sushi originated in Southeast Asia.

It is said that sushi was introduced into Japan during the Heian Period (794~1185) and was
originally made mainly to preserve fish.

Today sushi, mainly nigirizushi (literally, hand-formed sushi) or Edomae-zushi (Edo-style
hand-rolled sushi), is also a very popular dish outside of Japan.

The origin of nigirizushi or Edomae-zushi is traced back to the Edo Period (1603~1867) when
it was made with freshly caught fish or other seafood from Edo-mae (Edo Bay or Tokyo Bay)
over a bigger (than today's size) ball of vinegared rice and was served in yatai (street stalls)
as an early form of fast food.

In addition to nigirizushi, there are other kinds of sushi&#8212;norimaki (literally, rolled sushi
wrapped in nori), a cylindrical piece of sushi with various ingredients rolled inside the rice and
then wrapped in nori (dried seaweed); inarizushi (literally, stuffed sushi), a pouch of fried tofu
filled with vinegared rice; chirashizushi (literally, scattered sushi), a bowl of vinegared rice
mixed with other ingredients; and narezushi (literally, matured sushi) as a preserved food.
Each of these kinds of sushi represents the unique characteristics of the region where it
originated.

There are unique sushi-related terms: shari for vinegared rice, gari for pickled ginger, murasaki

for soy sauce, and agari for hot green tea.
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Hanabi (fireworks) are the most important part of Japanese summers.

Many people flock to the fireworks festivals that take place all over Japan in the months of July
and August.

Similar to cherry blossom viewing in the spring, the way a beautiful and large flower blooms in
the night sky only to scatter in a moment is symbolic of the grace and transience which so many
Japanese people value.

Fireworks were introduced to Japan around the same time as guns - ; the 16th century.

With repeated improvements and developments since then, fireworks, as they sparkle in the
summer sky, are a traditional entertainment of Japan that can proudly be presented to the

world.
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